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THE CLAIMS 

1) A fastening means for screening panels, which fastening means includes: a 
fastener n nomhinntfnn r s fri ^nt i ^rn hn\'fng r i m p t n l t enslle com ponent and a 
polymeric holding component which has a ledge for holding down a panel; anc 
stringer for use as a joist in a screen frame, the stringer comprising a strip of crp^ 
section having a narrow width and depth sufficient to carry vertical reciprocating 
loads, presenting neither a top nor a bottom web, but a plurality of ^paced apart 
platforms, each platform presenting a fastening formation which rep^ves the tensile 
component, for securrfig siApanel and a support area aroyrid or adjacent the 
fastening formation fo/suppoain^he panel. 



2) A fastening [means /as claimed in claim 1 ,yrn which the metal tensile 
component coVogrjses a bolt and nut. 

3) A fastening means as claimed in eitt^r one of claims 1 or 2, which further 
includes a cover for an exposed p^ion of the metal tensile component. 

4) A fastening means as claimed in claim 3, in which the cover has a skirt 
providing an improved barher to ingress of material. 



5) A fastening means as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 4, in which the 



fastener 



is prdvi 



7 



vided in combination with a toggle or butterfly near an end of 



the metal tensile component, for engaging a blind hole in a screening frame. 



6) A fastening means as claimed in claim 5, in which the toggle comprises a strip 
plate with the tensile member passing through an offset hole, the plate 

:iber 



narrow enouatx-to-be-passed through a hole in the screeningTrs 
5n misaligned, but long enough to be held when aligned. 
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7) 



A fasteninajn©afts--a§''claTmed in either one of claims 5 or 6, irTwP 
polymeric holding component is provided with a further step which fits into an 
enlarged hole provided in the screen frame. 



8) A fastening means for screening panels, which includes a fastener as herein 



generally described. 



9) A fastening means for screening panels, whidi includes a fastener as herein 
lecifically described with reference to ^rgures 1 to 7 of the drawings and as 
lusfFated. 





A fastening means as claiprted in any one of claims 1 to 9, in which each 
platform of the stringei/nas a disc having a hole in its centre, the hole 
providing a fastening4ormation and the surround of the disc a support area 
for the panel arourfd the hole. 



11) A fastening /means as claimed in claim 10, in which the centre of the hole is 
located inunediatety above the centroid of the stringer section and a recess is 
provid^ in the stringer immediately underneath the hole. 

12) Al'astening means as claimed in either one of claims 10 or 11, in which the 
jpper support surface of the platform is flush with the upper surface of the 
stringer. 

13) A fastening means for screening panels, which includes a stringer as herein 
generally described. 



fastening means for screening panels, which includes a stringer as herein 
specifically described with reference to figures 9 to 1 1 of the drawings. 
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AMENDED CLAIMS 

[received by the International Bxireau on 29 September 2000 (29.09.00); 
original claims 21-36 replaced by new claims 21-34; remaining claims unchanged (3 pages)] 



15) A fastening means^as^claig}^^ one of claims 1 to 14, provided 
ier''with^^ panel which is provided with co-acting 

formations for co-acting with the fastener. 

16) A fastening means and screening panel as claimed jp- "claim 15. in 
which that part of the formation of the panel for co-acjii^'g with the ledge 
of the fastener is located at an intermediate positjdn in the depth of the 

A fast^hing means an^^^^reening pap^l as claimed in either one of 
ciaims/VsorJ^tHlfwhic the co-a<^ing formations in the panel are 
provi/ed at the edges of the pan^/' 

fastening means and sj2f4ening pane! as claimed in any one of 
claims 15 to 17, in whichythe co-acting formations include also a portion 
for co-acting with the /Skirt, which formations allow the skirt to enter 
partially into the depth of the panel. 

1 9) A fastening me/ns and screening panel as herein generally described. 

20) A fastenij<g means and screening panel as herein specifically 
describi^ with reference to the drawings and as illustrated. 

A /fastener for screening panels, which fastener comprises a 
tombination structure including a metal tensile component in the form 
of a bolt and nut and a polymeric holding component which includes a 
ledge for holding a panel, characterized in that it further includes a 
cover for an exposed portion of the metal tensile component. 




A fastener fpi^scrgening panels, as claimed in claim 21. in which the 
cpvernas a skirt which fits into a coacting recess in the edges of the 
panels providing an improved barner to ingress of material. 
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23) A fastener for sci^enina^aoelsr-as-efaim 

or 22. in which the fastener is provided in combination with a toggle^or' 
butterfly near an end of the metal tensile component, for engaging a 
blind hole in a screening frame. 

24) A fastener for screening panels, as claimed in claim in which the 
toggle comprises a strip or plate with the tensile/member passing 

Yi^Iighanoff^et hole, the plate nan-ow enough to/be passed through a 
hole in the screening frame member NA^lTedmis^gned. but long enough 
to be neid when aligned. 



5) A faster for scrgerrlng panels, as clafmed in either one of claims 23 
or 24. inlwhid^^ polymeric holdihg component is provided with a 
further s/ep which fits into an 9<Tlarged hole provided in the screen 
frame. 



26) A fastener for screening panels, as herein generally described. 

27) A fastener for screenip(g panels, as herein specifically described with 
reference to figures /to 8 of the drawings and as illustrated. 

28) A stringer for scri^ning means, for use as a joist in a screen frame, the 
stringer comprl^ng a strip of cross section having a narrow width and 
depth sufficient to cany vertical reciprocating loads, presenting neither 
a top nor a^ottom web, but a plurality of spaced apart platfonns, each 
platform/resenting a fastening formation which receives a fastener for 
screei^g panels, for securing a panel and a support area around or 
adjacent the fastening formation for supporting the panel. 

29) /a stringer as claimed in claim 28, which comprises a disc having a hole 

in its centre, the hole providing a fastening formation and the sun-ound_ 

of the disc a supggEt.area-for thepanel around the hole. 
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lafrnidlnclaim 29. in which the centre oftlje^ie is 
above the centroid of the section of me-Smnger. 
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33) 



31 ) A stringer las claimed in eith^ixJfTe ofptefims 29 or 30, in which the 
stringer is ^myidedjj^ti^&f^reces^^mediateiy below the platform. 

32) A^string^ as claimedKany one of claims 28 to 31 , in which the upper 
support surface ofihe platform is flush with the upper surfaces of the 
stringer. 



tnnger as herein generally described. 



J4) A stringer as herein specifically describ ed with ref eren£g 
1 1 of the drawiDOS-and-ariTlu^^ 



Ires 9 to 
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